REMARKS 



Claims 1-25 are pending in this application 
and are at issue. 

Claims 10 and 11 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being indefinite be- 
cause the term "the smoke flavoring agent" lacks ante- 
cedent basis in claim 6. Claims 10 and 11 have been 
amended to correct this typographical error and recite 
"a smoke flavoring agent." It is submitted that, the 
rejection of claims 10 and 11 under 35 U.S.C. §112 has 
been overcome and that this rejection should be with- 
drawn. Claim 8 also has been amended to delete the 
term "further," which is a meaningless term in view of 
claim 6. 

Claims 1-25 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 as being obvious over Wilson et al. U.S. Patent 
No. 5,997,925 ('925). In view of the Declaration of 
Jeffrey J. Rozum (Rozum Declaration) submitted con- 
currently with this amendment, and for the reasons set 
forth below, it is submitted that this rejection is in 
error and should be withdrawn. 

In particular, applicants refer to the Rozum 
Declaration which includes objective evidence showing 
the new and unexpected results achieved by the pres- 
ently claimed method over the method disclosed in 
Wilson et al. '925. 

Wilson et al. ' 925, and a reference incor- 
porated therein, merely disclose an amount of sodium 
nitrite in the uncooked bacon slices of 120 ppm or more 
(e.g., see 1 925 patent, column 8, lines 16 and 58). 
Wilson et al. '925 fails to teach or suggest reducing 
the amount of sodium nitrite in the uncooked bacon 
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Wilson et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,997,925 should be with- 
drawn . 

It is submitted that the claims are now of a 
proper form and scope for allowance. An early and 
favorable action on the merits is respectfully re- 
quested. 

Should the examiner wish to discuss the fore- 
going, or any matter of form in an effort to advance 
this application toward allowance, the examiner is 
urged to telephone the undersigned at the indicated 
number . 



By 



Chicago, Illinois 
August 28, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 
MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 





James J. Napoli 

(Registration No. 32,361) 
Attorneys for Applicants 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 

(312) 474-6300 
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